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Mitsushiro “Mitch” Hirai

The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Project Lead, Japan

Mitsushiro “Mitch” Hirai currently works at the Bill
& Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF) where he
serves as Project Lead at the Foundation’s brand-new
presence in Tokyo (established in 2017). At the

Foundation, Mitch supports Head of Japan Relations

by co-developing Japan strategy and execution plans, accelerating collaboration and
partnership with Japanese private sector, and closely working with grantees on multiple
projects. Prior to joining BMGF, Mitch worked as an Associate / Senior Associate at the
Boston Consulting Group (BCG)’s Tokyo Office where he primarily worked for financial
institutions and manufacturers.

Mitch was born and raised in Osaka, Japan. Upon graduation from high school,
he moved to the U.S. to study at Soka University of America (SUA), a liberal arts college
in California, whose mission is “to foster a steady stream of global citizens committed to
living a contributive life”. He also studied at Columbia University's School of
International and Public Affairs (SIPA) and received Master of International Affairs.
During school years, Mitch got exposure to global issues through internships with
multiple organizations such as Eurasia Group, Japan Davos Community, the United
Nations Volunteers, Joint Network for International Volunteers (JNIV), ARUN LLC.,

Citigroup Global Markets Japan Inc., etc.
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