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Tomoya SAITO, MD, MPH, PhD

Director, Department of Health Crisis Management

National Institute of Public Health, Japan

Tomoya SAITO, MD, MPH, PhD is a distinguished expert in public health emergency
preparedness and response, especially on biological events. He is the Director of the
Department of Health Crisis Management, National Institute of Public Health of Japan since
January, 2020. For the current COVID-19 outbreak, he coordinated a central and local cluster
response and develop response strategies as a member of the MHLW COVID-19 Cluster
Response Task Force. He also serves as a member of the WHO Review Committee on the
functioning of the IHR during COVID-19 pandemic and an advisor to the Tokyo
Metropolitan Government on Infectious Disease Control.

From 2011 to 2014, Dr. Saito was a medical officer at the Ministry of Health, Labour and
Welfare (MHLW) of Japan in charge of response and preparedness coordination for public
health emergencies. Before joining MHLW, Dr. Saito was an instructor in the Department of

Tropical Medicine and Parasitology, Keio University School of Medcine.



